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Blessed are the Peacemakers
The Spirit places great emphasis on peace. In fact, the word peace is found in the Scriptures over 425 times.
We all want peace, don’t we? Man claims to desire peace, but human history does not support that claim. According to an article in the New York Times, “Of the past 3,400 years, humans have been entirely at peace for 268 of them, or just 8 percent of recorded history. How many people have died in war? At least 108 million people were killed in wars in the twentieth century. Estimates for the total number killed in wars throughout all of human history range from 150 million to 1 billion. War has several other effects on population, including decreasing the birthrate by taking men away from their wives. The reduced birthrate during World War II is estimated to have caused a population deficit of more than 20 million people.
They are shot, bombed, raped, starved, and driven from their homes. During World War II, 135,000 civilians died in two days in the firebombing of Dresden. A week later, in Pforzheim, Germany, 17,800 people were killed in 22 minutes. In Russia, after the three-year battle of Leningrad, only 600,000 civilians remained in a city that had held a population of 2.5 million. One million were evacuated, 100,000 were conscripted into the Red Army, and 800,000 died.”
In our everyday lives, we see all kinds of little individual wars. Conflicts of every kind dominate the land at the national, state, and local levels. Worst of all is the chaos and unrest that characterize most homes. Verbal abuse, spousal and child abuse, divorce, drug and alcohol addiction are only the beginning of the indicators of major internal conflicts. We cannot make the world be at peace, but citizens of the Kingdom of God must rise above it. Romans 14:17-18, “for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. For he who serves Christ in these things is acceptable to God and approved by men.” 
Friends, do you claim to follow the Prince of Peace? Can people tell? We focus this morning on the seventh beatitude: Matthew 5:9, “Blessed are the peacemakers, For they shall be called sons of God.” First, we have a song…
Consider a sample of the other Scriptures that elevate peace to such a high place in God’s eyes:
· Galatians 5:22, “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace…”
· Colossians 3:15, “And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be thankful.”
· Hebrews 12:14, “Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will see the Lord:”
The word “pursue” comes from a word which means “to run swiftly in order to catch a person or thing, to run after; to press on: figuratively of one who in a race runs swiftly to reach the goal.” Surely, we all want peace and certainly Scripture teaches we must proactively pursue peace. Are we doing that in our homes, in the church, and in our communities? Do we have peace within? Are we following God’s instructions for obtaining peace?
It was a strange coincidence that some twenty years ago in the sprawling Los Angeles metropolis, a postal worker who attended church with my dad years earlier would happen to run into my dad’s brother at a park over a lunch break. During their conversation, they discovered the connection and had a stimulating conversation. At one point, the church member later recounted that Dad’s brother, Steve, who was not a churchgoer, said of dad, “Jim has something he didn’t use to have.” That something was peace; a peace “that passes all understanding” (Philippians 4:7).
Matthew Henry writes: “When Christ died He left a will in which He gave His soul to His Father, His body to Joseph of Arimathea, His clothes to the soldiers, and His mother to John. But, to His disciples, who left all to follow Him, He left not silver or gold, but something better – His peace!” The “Prince of peace” came to bring healing where there was brokenness, peace where there was strife. Jesus said in John 16:33, “These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world." The peace Jesus brought differed from anything else the world promoted. Jesus adds in John 14:27, “Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you.”
I like the truth contained in the quaint saying, “K-n-o-w God, K-n-o-w Peace. N-o God, N-o Peace!” Away from God, there is a debilitating restlessness and anxiety; sometimes people experience this consciously and other times it is a nagging feeling down deep.
In Romans 3:16-17, Paul addresses man’s inability to keep it all together - man’s failure to find lasting peace: “Destruction and misery are in their ways; And the way of peace they have not known." Isaiah 59:8 adds, “And there is no justice in their ways; They have made themselves crooked paths; Whoever takes that way SHALL NOT KNOW PEACE.”
In contrast, the people of God have the soothing assurance of Psalm 119:165, “Great peace have those who love Your law...” The prophet adds in Isaiah 26:3, “You will keep him in perfect peace, Whose mind is stayed on You, Because he trusts in You.” This explains, in part, why peace even eludes Christians; we foolishly take our minds off of God! The apostle Paul addresses one of the greatest barriers to peace in Romans 8:6, “For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.” Thinking about the world leads to stress; thinking of God makes for peace.
We will consider three approaches to peace. The first approach: the PEACE BREAKER. These people have a knack for breaking down relationships, for stirring up strife, for producing divorce in marriages and division in churches. They are disagreeable, manipulative, hypersensitive, critical and self-seeking. Obviously, there are principles worth fighting for, but if you are always in the middle of the fray you need to step back and evaluate your behavior in light of this beatitude.
The Scriptures issue a strong rebuke for the trouble-maker. The Bible includes “one who sows discord among brethren” in a list of seven abominations in Proverbs 6:16-19; God hates this! In Romans 16:17-18, Paul writes, “…(N)ote those who cause divisions and offenses, contrary to the doctrine which you learned, and avoid them. For those who are such do not serve our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly, and by smooth words and flattering speech deceive the hearts of the simple.” God detests the divisive spirit. The apostle says further in Titus 3:10, “Reject a divisive man after the first and second admonition knowing that such a person is warped and sinning, being self-condemned.” The Jamieson, Fausset and Brown Commentary says the word “divisive” (NKJV) or “heresy” (KJV) “…originally meant a division resulting from individual self-will; the individual doing and teaching what he chose, independent of the teaching and practice of the Church….”
But what is the core issue with the peace-breaker? Pride! Solomon tells us in Proverbs 13:10, “Only by pride cometh contention…” (King James Version) Listen, we can contend for the truth (Jude 3) without being contentious! The contentious, belligerent, pugnacious man always looks for a fight. The Lord commands in 1 Peter 3:15 to “always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you,” but some seem never to do so “with meekness and fear” as Scripture demands.
The church at Corinth broke away from the apostolic standard, biting and devouring one another. Strife and division ruled. No wonder that five of the six times the phrase “puffed up” appears in the New Testament, we see it in Paul’s first letter to the church at Corinth. The first four times Paul confronted them with their arrogance; the fifth time he urged them to eliminate conceit by cultivating genuine love.
No man is an island. The church is not one member, but many (1 Corinthians 12). A failure to consider the impact of our behavior on our brother can destroy peace. Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 8:9-13, “But beware lest somehow this liberty of yours become a stumbling block to those who are weak. For if anyone sees you who have knowledge eating in an idol's temple, will not the conscience of him who is weak be emboldened to eat those things offered to idols? And because of your knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ died? But when you thus sin against the brethren, and wound their weak conscience, you sin against Christ. Therefore, if food makes my brother stumble, I will never again eat meat, lest I make my brother stumble.” In order to promote peace, love must squelch arrogance and smother selfishness.
There is no greater barrier to peacemaking than a tongue out of control. We see in James 3:6-8, “And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity…it defiles the whole body, and sets on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire by hell… It is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.” We need to learn to keep the gate closed! Lock your tongue behind your teeth and don’t let it loose.
Undisciplined eyes and ears also promote peace-breaking. Paul addresses the proud, ungodly man in 1 Timothy 6:4, that “is obsessed with disputes and arguments over words, from which come envy, strife, reviling, evil suspicions….” “Evil suspicions” or “evil surmising” (King James Version) refer to one who fails to give his brother the benefit of the doubt. Putting the worst construction on the words and actions of another will not harmonize with the Spirit’s description of the love in 1 Corinthians 13 that “thinks no evil.”
We find the peace-faker at the opposite end of the spectrum. The peace-faker considers himself a peacemaker because he avoids all conflict. This is a counterfeit peace. Perhaps unknowingly, these folks elevate their version of “peace” over truth. “Can’t we all just get along?” Well, no - not if getting along means compromising truth. “God is…the author …of peace…” (1 Corinthians 14:33). True! We are commanded in Romans 14:19 to “pursue the things which make for peace.” True! According to 2 Corinthians 5:18-19, God “has given us the ministry of reconciliation…and has committed to us the word of reconciliation.” True! BUT, Jesus also taught in Matthew 10:34-35, “Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did not come to bring peace but a sword.’” Sometimes the stand we must make for truth and right will produce conflict.
As much as Jesus wants us to promote peace, peace made at the expense of truth is worthless. The prophet spoke of this kind of peace in Jeremiah 6:14, “They have also healed the hurt of My people slightly, Saying, ‘Peace, peace!' When there is no peace.” Just as there is cheap grace, there is cheap peace; neither pleases the Lord. True peacemakers “speak the truth in love” according to Ephesians 4:15. This takes both humility and courage. Omit truth from a lack of courage and you have peace-FAKING. Omit love from a lack of humility and respect for others and you have peace-BREAKING.
We see what a peacemaker is not. So what does a peacemaker look like? There is no greater text for peacemaking than James 1:19, “…let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath…” Sometimes we’re like the couple who were with some friends when the subject of marriage counseling came up. The wife said, “Oh, we’ll never need counseling. We have a great relationship. He was a communications major and I majored in drama. He communicates real well and I just ACT like I’m listening.”
We want others to understand our point, but often childishly we make no effort to understand theirs. How many conflicts could be avoided if we were more eager to listen for understanding than we were to say our peace? Peacemakers 1) do not needlessly offend, 2) do not fly off the handle, 3) don’t always have to express themselves on every subject and 4) can walk away when the situation calls for it. The peacemaker is secure enough and values others highly enough to suspend his own agenda and listen with empathy. The Bible says in Romans 12:18, “If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men.” Sometimes with some people, obviously, peace cannot be achieved; just be sure you have done everything in your power to pursue peace.
Two critical peacemaking Scriptures that require the courage and calmness that we noticed earlier are Matthew 18:15 and Matthew 5:23-24. These Scriptures teach that whenever conflict exists between two Christians, we should meet each other coming and going. The first one says, “Moreover if your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault between you and him alone. If he hears you, you have gained your brother.” The other reads, “Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift.” 
Cowardice obstructs peace. Courageous kindness promotes peace. Jesus bore the cross to bring about reconciliation, but sometimes we are unwilling to even pick up the phone. The Spirit tells us in Proverbs 16:7, “When a man's ways please the LORD, He makes even his enemies to be at peace with him.” Abraham Lincoln offered sound wisdom when he explained, “The best way to destroy an enemy is to make them a friend.” He practiced what he preached.
For the Christian who is serious about being a peacemaker, the solution may be as simple as remembering that Jesus, the Chief Shepherd, is always watching His sheep. Phillip Keller wrote the following in “A Shepherd Looks at the 23rd Psalm” to explain the Shepherd’s Psalm from the Shepherd’s point of view: “Hundreds of times I have watched an old ewe lamb walk up to a younger one which might have been feeding contentedly or resting quietly in some sheltered spot. She would arch her neck, tilt her head, dilate her eyes, and approach the other with a stiff-legged gait. All this was saying unmistakably, “Move over! Out of my way! Give ground or else!” And, if the other ewe did not immediately leap to her feet in self-defense she would be butted unmercifully. Or, if she did rise to accept the challenge, one or two strong bumps would soon send her scurrying for safety…. But one point that always interested me very much was that whenever I came into view…the sheep quickly forgot their foolish rivalries and stopped their fighting. The shepherd’s presence made all the difference in their behavior. We need to remember that the Chief Shepherd is always watching.”
If we are truly peacemakers, we will be required to 1) humble ourselves (perhaps to say sorry or even ask for forgiveness); 2) we will put ourselves in the place of the other or others; 3) we will go out of our way to see the offender or the offended; 4) we will be willing to risk being misunderstood and risk rejection; and 5) we will have the courage to confront error in a respectful way.
We know how far Jesus went to make peace between God and man. Ephesians 2:14-18, “For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of separation…that He might reconcile them both to God in one body through the cross…. And He came and preached peace to you who were afar off and to those who were near. For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the Father.”
Reach out to Jesus for the true peace and true rest that can only be found in Christ. If you are not a Christian or if you have strayed from the strait and narrow path, Jesus gently calls to you “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light" (Matthew 11:28-30).
Won’t you accept the peace Jesus made for you at the cross? Won’t you appropriate the blood He shed on your behalf? As Paul put it in 2 Corinthians 5:20, “…we implore you on Christ's behalf, be reconciled to God.” Stay with us for a final word, after our song…
Thank you for watching Let the Bible Speak. Please contact us for a free copy of 1292, “Blessed are the Peacemakers.” Visit LetTheBibleSpeak.com to watch videos, hear audio, or read transcripts of 500 gospel sermons. Do us a favor and subscribe to our YouTube channel to watch the new sermon every week at your convenience. Finally, we echo the sentiment of the apostle Paul when he wrote in Romans 16:16, “the churches of Christ salute you.” Until next week, goodbye and may God bless you.
Are you searching for the truth of God's word and have a sincere desire to learn about the Bible? Do you want to know what the Bible says about salvation and about Christ and His church? If you are looking for Bible Founded discussion on these topics and many others, then please accept this invitation to explore "Let the Bible Speak" and then contact us for additional studies.
We are members of the church of Christ as found in the New Testament. We are not members of a denomination or earthly religious organization. We are a brotherhood of believers, joined by a common bond, Jesus Christ. We try to live and worship following the patterns found in the New Testament.
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