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Q & A: Women Teachers and Tongue Speaking 
The teaching on Let the Bible Speak is designed to address the most important and most relevant biblical issues, but periodically we address the questions that you ask us. Today’s program is designed to do that. First, we have a song...
Our first question is from California. The viewer writes: 1 Corinthians 11:5 and 14:34 seem to be contrary to one another regarding women praying and prophesying in 11:5. Yet in 14:34 it says women are forbidden to speak according to the law. Paul refers to the old testament law. I thought those laws were not observed any longer once the New Testament began. Why does he seem to say 2 different things regarding women speaking? 
The Scriptures our viewer in California cites, read as follows:
1 Corinthians 11:5, “But every woman who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors her head, for that is one and the same as if her head were shaved.”
1 Corinthians 14:34, “Let your women keep silent in the churches, for they are not permitted to speak; but they are to be submissive, as the law also says.”
David Lipscomb wrote:
In all the history of Christ and the apostles no example is found of women speaking publicly or leading in public prayer, although they were endowed with miraculous gifts, and did prophesy and teach in private and in the family circle.
In response to the other question: Although we are no longer bound to the law, that doesn’t mean that everything in the New Testament differs with everything in the Old Testament. 
Burton Coffman’s Commentary has:
Upon the occasion of the creation and fall, God said to Eve, "Thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee" (Genesis 3:16). Even prior to that, Eve was designated as a "help" suitable for man (Genesis 2:18). Thus, from the very beginning the authority of the family was vested in the man. The Corinthian women had violated that intention and Paul immediately assigned two reasons for forbidding the action (speaking in tongues publicly) which frustrated God's purpose.
These reasons were: (1) The Old Testament gave man the authority over the family, as in the verses cited above, and (2) the customs of the age made it shameful for a woman to speak in public. The first of these reasons, of course, is the greater, the other having been removed by the customs of subsequent ages. Some would do away with these rules altogether on the grounds that there is "neither male nor female" in Christ Jesus (Galatians 3:28); but, as McGarvey declared, "This is unwarranted; for while the gospel emancipated woman, it did not change her natural relation" in the hierarchy of the family. From this, it is to be inferred that rule (1) is still operative in the sense in which it is applied in the Old Testament. Paul's appeal here to the Old Testament proves this.
The other question the viewer asks: is there a contradiction between the woman being commanded “to keep silent in the churches” (1 Corinthians 14:34) and women “praying and prophesying” in 1 Corinthians 11:5. 
This apparent contradiction resolves itself when we realize that the word “prophesy” does not automatically refer to prophesying in the church or in public. We usually think of the word prophesy as meaning to foretell or speak about the future. The word prophesy certainly can mean that. The word prophesy, though, may also mean merely forthtelling a Divine message. So, prophesying means both foretelling and forthtelling. The prophetess could certainly speak forth a divine message in private and in so doing avoid violating the restriction of teaching in the assembly (1 Corinthians 14:34-35) or in a public capacity (1 Timothy 2:11-12).
A viewer in Arkansas brings up the question of whether or not women were always able to sing in the worship assembly. 
A book titled Music, Theology, and Worship compiled by Jonathan Friedman has a chapter on Congregational Singing by Reuben T. Robinson. He writes that "The early church abounded in song, and they all sang in their church assemblies."
The following is taken from the Cyclopedia of Biblical, Theological, & Ecclesiastical Literature, vol. 9, pg. 776 by John McClintock and James Strong: "From the apostolic age singing was always a part of divine service, in which the whole body of the church joined together; and it was the decay of this practice that first brought the order of singers into church... " 
Professor Donald Hustad, former Director of the Sacred Music Department at the Moody Bible Institute wrote: "The early worship music of the Christian church was completely congregational, so far as we can tell."
 
Citing Ephesians 5:18-20, Everett Ferguson, writes in Women in the Church, “In the assembly women do things commanded of each Christian.  These activities would include singing. …  These instructions apply to everyone (men are not the only ones to avoid drunkenness) and ‘at all times,’ so including the times of assembly.”
The Holy Spirit teaches in Ephesians 5:19, “speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord...”
An examination of "yourselves" and "one another". The pronoun (eautous) translated "yourselves" in Ephesians 5:19 is used (when used in the plural) as a reciprocal pronoun (Thayer's Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament, pg. 163). In other words, the Ephesians were to sing one to another. The English "one another" in Colossians 3:16 conveys reciprocal action. Obviously, congregational singing is taught in the New Testament.
Ignatius of Antioch wrote in about 110 AD: "Now all of you together become a choir so that being harmoniously in concord and receiving the key note from God in unison you may sing with one voice through Jesus Christ to the Father.
Ambrose of Milan (340-397 AD) wrote: "The singing of praise is the very bond of unity, when the whole people join in song."
Chrysostom (350-407 AD) “It was the ancient custom, as it still is with us, for all to come together and unitedly join in singing. The young and the old, the rich and the poor, male and female, bond and free, all join in one song. All worldly distinctions here cease, and the whole congregation forms one general chorus.”
Augustine (354-430 AD) wrote in his Confessions: "“Oh, how freely was I made to weep by these hymns and spiritual songs, transported by the voices of the congregation sweetly singing."
A viewer from Queensland, Australia, has been studying with a relative about tongue-speaking. He said his relative insists that not merely the 12 apostles, but 120 disciples in Acts 2 received the gift of the Holy Spirit and spoke in tongues. He asks if that is accurate.
First of all, a good question to ask is: “Do the missionaries in your cousin's church have to be taught foreign languages? If so, they do NOT have the first century gift. Notice that the gift of tongues in the New Testament involved the ability to speak in foreign languages that the apostles had never studied.
Luke tells us in Acts 2:6-8, 11, “And there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men, from every nation under heaven. And when this sound occurred, the multitude came together, and were confused, because everyone heard them speak in his own language. Then they were all amazed and marveled, saying to one another, "Look, are not all these who speak Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each in our own language in which we were born?... 11--we hear them speaking in our own tongues the wonderful works of God."
Obviously, our viewer’s relative wants to find 120 people speaking in tongues in Acts 2 because his argument collapses otherwise, but we cannot reject the laws of language to force an idea into the biblical text. 
Look at the pronoun THEY in Acts 2:1-4, "When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance."
Now we need to find the antecedent of the pronoun to get to the bottom of the issue of on whom
the Holy Spirit was poured out. In other words, we need to see who the pronoun THEY referred to. We do not find the answer in Acts 2:1-4 because all we have are the pronouns “they” and “them.” Remember that there were no chapter divisions originally in the NT books. When we go one verse earlier, though, to Acts 1:26, we find that the word THEY referred to the Twelve Apostles. Acts 1:26, "And they drew lots for them, and the lot fell to Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles."
Burton Coffman writes in his Commentary: “Also, ‘numbered with the eleven apostles,’ as it stands at the end of Acts 1, requires ‘eleven apostles’ to be understood as the antecedent of ‘they’ in Acts 2:1. DeWelt said: ‘The fact that the antecedent of any pronoun is found by referring back to the nearest noun (or pronoun) with which it agrees in number etc., clinches the argument of the baptism of only the apostle's in the Holy Spirit.’ Russell also restricted the meaning of "they ... they ... all" in this verse to "the apostles." McGarvey wrote: “The persons thus assembled together and filled with the Holy Spirit were not, as many have supposed, the one hundred and twenty disciples mentioned in a parenthesis in the preceding chapter, but the twelve apostles. This is made certain by the grammatical connection between the first verse of this chapter and the last of the preceding.”
M. R. Vincent adds in his Word Studies of the New Testament: “Strictly different, from their native tongues, and also different tongues spoken by the different apostles.”
This truth is further emphasized in Acts 2:14, “But Peter, standing up with the eleven, raised his voice and said to them, Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and heed my words.’” And also Acts 2:37, “Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Men and brethren, what shall we do?" Then in Acts 2:43, “Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done THROUGH THE APOSTLES.” The focus of this miraculous fulfillment from the prophecy of Joel is clearly on the apostles. After we’ve broken it down as we have, the only way to miss the fact that this was about the apostles is if one WANTS to miss this. 
Moreover, pay careful attention to who is the subject of Acts 1:1-5. The objective Bible student will recognize that Jesus speaks about the promise He made to the apostles. 
“The former account I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, until the day in which He was taken up, after He through the Holy Spirit had given commandments TO THE APOSTLES whom He had chosen, TO WHOM He also presented Himself alive after His suffering by many infallible proofs, being seen BY THEM [the apostles] during forty days and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God. And being assembled together WITH THEM [the apostles], He commanded THEM [the apostles] not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, "which," He said, "YOU [the apostles] have heard from Me; for John truly baptized with water, but YOU [the apostles] shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now." If you don’t see this about the apostles, it must be because you don’t WANT to see it.
Notice further in Acts 2:7 that all those who spoke a different language were Galileans. In other words, all those who spoke in different languages were from Galilee. And remember how the angel addressed the apostles in Acts 1:11, ‘Men of Galilee.’
We find further that these promises, which were made only to the apostles, recorded in John 14:26, "But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach YOU [the apostles] all things and will remind YOU [the apostles] of everything I have said to YOU [the apostles]." 
Still speaking to the apostles in John 15:26-27, Jesus says, "But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to YOU [the apostles] from the Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me. And YOU [the apostles] also will bear witness, because YOU [the apostles] have been with Me from the beginning."
Jesus continues to address the Twelve in John 16:13, “But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide YOU [the apostles] into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell YOU [the apostles] what is yet to come.” We find more of Jesus’ message to the apostles in preparation for His departure in John 16:7, “Nevertheless I tell YOU [the apostles] the truth. It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to YOU [the apostles]; but if I depart, I will send Him [the Holy Spirit] to YOU [the apostles].”
Another question from our YouTube viewer in Australia: He also brought up that Ananias wasn’t an apostle but was able to confer the gift to Paul on God’s command. His relative says, if God can choose apostle Paul, He can choose anyone today.
The Apostle Paul was a very unique case. Although Paul was not with the Twelve on the Day of Pentecost, he was specially commissioned as an apostle by the Lord. The Apostle Paul writes by inspiration in Galatians 1:1, “Paul, an apostle (not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father who raised Him from the dead).” Ananias, you remember, was leery of Saul of Tarsus because of Saul’s history as a leader of persecution against the church. So, the Lord told Ananias in Acts 9:15, "Go, for he is a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name before Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel”. 
Like the twelve, Paul was an apostle in an isolated case for a special purpose and not an example of what would happen with all Christians. Therefore, Paul did not have to have miraculous gifts conferred to him by the laying on of the apostles hands as did all the other Christians (Acts 8:17-19) with the exception of Cornelius’ household (Acts 10-11) that represented the Gentile portion of the prophecy of Joel 2 that the Spirit would be poured out upon all flesh. 
Notice what the Holy Spirit declares through the Apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:3-9, "For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures, and that He was seen by Cephas, then by the twelve. After that He was seen by over five hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain to the present, but some have fallen asleep. After that He was seen by James, then by all the apostles. Then last of all He was seen by me also, as by one born out of due time. For I am the least of the apostles, who am not worthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God." 
Burton Coffman  explains that the phrase “one born out of due time” “denotes the violent and unnatural mode of Paul's call to the apostleship." In other words, though Paul was a legitimate apostle, his call to be an apostle was irregular in timing.
It is true that Ananias was not an apostle. It is also true that Ananias laid his hands on the Apostle Paul but the laying on of Ananias hands was not to bestow upon him miraculous power as did the apostles. In fact, there is no evidence that Ananias had this ability. Neither Luke, nor Paul, nor Ananias ever said that Ananias had this ability. It is wishful thinking on the part of those straining to piece their argument together. This does not need to be controversial or shrouded in mystery either. Luke declares plainly, in fact, the reason that Ananias laid hands on Paul in Acts 9:12, “And in a vision he has seen a man named Ananias coming in and putting his hand on him, SO THAT he might receive his sight." Clearly, Ananias laid hands on Saul of Tarsus so he would regain his sight. Don’t let anyone try to add to the word of God here.
As an apostle or one specially sent by Christ, Paul received the Holy Spirit in a miraculous way. He received the baptism of the Holy Spirit administered by Jesus from heaven. The case of the Apostle Paul is unique and exceptional.
Thank you for watching Let the Bible Speak. Call or write for a copy of #1301 “Q & A: Women Teachers/Tongues” or our free Bible course. Visit LetTheBibleSpeak.com to watch videos, hear audio, or read transcripts of the program at your convenience. Finally, we echo the sentiment of the apostle Paul when he wrote in Romans 16:16, “the churches of Christ salute you.” Until next week, goodbye and God bless.
Are you searching for the truth of God's word and have a sincere desire to learn about the Bible? Do you want to know what the Bible says about salvation and about Christ and His church? If you are looking for Bible Founded discussion on these topics and many others, then please accept this invitation to explore "Let the Bible Speak" and then contact us for additional studies.
We are members of the church of Christ as found in the New Testament. We are not members of a denomination or earthly religious organization. We are a brotherhood of believers, joined by a common bond, Jesus Christ. We try to live and worship following the patterns found in the New Testament.
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